
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 13 September 2012] 

 p5864b-5864b 
Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Brendon Grylls 

 [1] 

KARRATHA — PROPOSED HOTEL 

482. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Regional Development: 
I refer to the minister’s announcement on 26 June 2012 that a Hilton hotel will be built in Karratha by a company 
called Ramtron Australia, which has listed as a director Mr Ron Tondut. 
(1) Is the minister aware that Ramtron, the developer, was established as a company less than three weeks 

before the announcement and has paid-up capital of $100? 

(2) Is the minister aware that Mr Tondut had previously committed to building five-star hotels in Margaret 
River, Coral Bay and Northbridge and that none has eventuated? 

(3) What due diligence was carried out with respect to Mr Tondut’s ability to finance such a major 
development? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 

(1)–(3) It is very interesting to find now the Leader of the Opposition talking down regional development. He 
does not like the idea. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Leader of the Opposition, all I was asked to do was come down and launch on behalf of 
Hilton Hotels a private project with no government funding to build a hotel in Karratha. We welcome the fact 
that the Hilton Hotels chain is interested in coming to Karratha. We welcome the fact that it has a private sector 
partner. 

Mr M. McGowan: What due diligence did you do? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: There is no government funding in the project. I was asked to go along and announce that 
Hilton was coming to Karratha. I thought that was a good thing. Because of some commentary across the 
chamber on Monday — 

Mr M. McGowan: Parliament doesn’t sit on Monday. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: On Tuesday; sorry. I actually contacted the Karratha proponent of the Hilton project who 
just recently returned from overseas. He informed me that, aside from some local development approval issues in 
and around the site, the project is proceeding as expected. That is what came back to me from the Karratha-based 
partner of the Hilton Hotels chain: that it was progressing the project. If the Leader of the Opposition has 
information that is contrary to that, I am happy for him to provide it to me. 
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